Preface  by Hammer, Peter L.
Discrete Mathematics 306 (2006) 851–852
www.elsevier.com/locate/disc
Preface
During one of my ﬁrst trips to the Netherlands, in 1969, I visited the Technical University of Delft at the invitation of
the late Professor J.W. (Wim) Cohen, whom I ﬁrst met the previous year during his sabbatical at the Technion. On the
second day of my visit, we had a long conversation at the charming old Wilhelmina Hotel (which has in the meantime
sadly been demolished to make place for new construction), during which we debated and completely resolved some
outstanding questions of the time, like war and peace in the world, the development of science and mathematics, and
many others. We also picked up a discussion started the year before at the Technion about the surprising discrepancy
between the tremendous development of discrete mathematics and the lack of an appropriate medium for publishing
cutting-edge research in this ﬁeld. I mentioned to Wim that I had various ideas about that, and I thought that the time
had come for creating a — perhaps much needed — new publication in the ﬁeld.
To my surprise, the next morning I received a call from North Holland’s highly inﬂuential Dr. Wimmers, who asked
me to come over to his ofﬁce to talk about discrete mathematics. It turned out that Wim and Wimmers were good
friends, and that much of our conversation of the previous day was relayed to the N.H. ofﬁce. Moreover, it turned out
that Dr. Wimmers in his turn had been thinking for quite a while about the need to do something new in the area of
discrete mathematics. The next day I visited Dr. Wimmers, and within an hour or two we came to the conclusion that
what discrete mathematics really needed was Discrete Mathematics. So we created it.
When I left the ofﬁce of North Holland, I experienced tremendous joy, combinedwith a healthy dose of apprehension.
I realized that what I would have to deliver for the following year were papers to ﬁll a whole volume of the future
Discrete Mathematics. And even though at that time printing pages were quite small and the font was quite large, I still
had to deliver 400 pages of high quality material to be ready for the following year. I remembered the old saying, “I
caught the enemy, but he won’t let me go”. Except, of course, the enemy was not an enemy, but a future friend, who
indeed turned out to be a highly demanding, outstanding and lasting great friend.
Shortly thereafter I turned to some of the most important people in discrete mathematics, with whom I had been in
close contact for quite some time, and asked for their advice and support. To my great joy, everybody whom I contacted
— everybody without exception!! — found the idea good and encouraged me to start the project as soon as possible. I
received their support then, and for 35 long years since then.
I am looking at the table of contents ofVolume 1 of Discrete Mathematics, and I see that the very ﬁrst paper accepted
for the ﬁrst issue was written by one of our great and admirable supporters, Paul Erdos. Among other early friends and
respected partners of the new journal, I should mention Claude Berge, Paul Camion, George Dantzig, Ron Graham,
Frank Harary,Victor Klee, Gian-Carlo Rota, Marco Schutzenberger,Vera Sos-Turan, Bill Tutte, and many, many more.
Unfortunately, many of them are no longer here, and we deeply miss them.
A long time has passed since that ﬁrst volume, and the successful development of discrete mathematics has continued
at a surprising pace. A reﬂection of Discrete Mathematics’ growth can be seen in looking at the inﬂow of submissions
to the journal. In the ﬁrst year of its existence, Discrete Mathematics received less than 60 submissions; last year it
received 866.
Actually if we want to be precise, we should add that — although the number 866 is accurate — it does not tell
the whole story. Part of the story is that as a result of Discrete Mathematics’ growth, we decided in 1979 to channel
those papers whose place was primarily in discrete applied mathematics into a spin-off of Discrete Mathematics to
be called Discrete Applied Mathematics. We repeated this in 2004, when Discrete Optimization was spawned from
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Discrete Applied Mathematics. With these new additions, if we count the number of manuscripts received jointly by
DM, along with DAM and DO (the legitimate descendants of DM), the actual ﬁgure is 1365.
An Anniversary Volume is a good opportunity to think back and to thank those who made all the wonderful
things happen. I mentioned some of our wonderful Editorial Board members who have helped us establish
Discrete Mathematics, but there were many more friends who worked with us along the years to bring the journal
to the level where it is now. I am enormously grateful to all of them.
A journal is the meeting ground of authors, editors, referees and readers. To all of them, to the authors of almost
15,000 manuscripts received until now, to the referees and editors who handled them, and to the many more readers
who hopefully enjoyed our publication, I would like to say a great thank you.
The journal was extremely fortunate to have had a stream of dedicated and competent publications assistants, who
have made it work as smoothly as possible. I would like to thank Yolande Côté from the University of Montreal,
Maureen Searle from the University of Waterloo, and Nelly Segal (now retired), Scott Alessi and Katie D’Agosta from
RUTCOR, for their wonderful work, for their great competence and efﬁciency, and to assure them that wherever I go
I keep getting compliments about their work from readers and authors of Discrete Mathematics.
I would also like to thank all my contacts at Elsevier, including Drs. W.H. Wimmers, Einar Fredriksson, Arjen
Sevenster, Chris Leonard, and Remco de Boer, for their competence, dependability and continuous encouragement,
and in particular to express my special appreciation for Remco’s enthusiastic initiative of publishing this special
Anniversary Volume.
The long-term survival, the development and the success of our journal are due to the input of many highly competent
friends and partners. Along the years you have given us advice, you have sometime praised us, and you have many
times criticized us. We need your continued input, we need your advice, we love your praise, but we also need your
criticism. And very especially we need your suggestions for how to do things better, how to improve the journal, how
to know and meet our readers’ needs. We do count on your input, and we shall do our best so that you can also count
on us.
And we shall continue to listen.
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